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Water Supply and Streamflow Conditions:  

Issued:  September 14, 2010
Precipitation in British Columbia for the month of August was variable, with below average precipitation recorded in most areas of the province.  Exceptions were the 3 corners of the province in the far northeast, southeast, and south coast, which all received above average precipitation, and the central interior which was about average.  Additional rainfall in most areas of BC during the first week of September resulted in improvement on river levels in some regions.  However, most streams in the Peace region remain below average.  Generally, rivers on the south coast and southern interior are at normal levels.  With the exception of the upper Columbia region, rivers in the Kootenays are also normal.  Areas of concern are:

Extremely dry (near or below previously recorded low for the date)
· Peace region: Moberly river
· Columbia River near Donald and Kicking Horse River
Dry to Very dry (10-20 year return period low flow)

· Peace region: Halfway, Kiskatinaw, , and Osilinka rivers

· Bulkley River 

· Upper Columbia region: Beaver, Duncan and Goldstream rivers
Streamflow Conditions:

In the Peace region, Fort St. John measured slightly below average rainfall in August, but combined with the dry conditions of June and July, has only received about half the average precipitation over the combined 3-month period.  Rainfall during August and the beginning of September did improve river levels in most areas of the Peace, and all streams are now reporting above their record minimum levels.  However, the Moberly River remains below 20-year low flows.  
After receiving less than average precipitation for June and July, Fort Nelson received 157% of normal precipitation for August.  As a result, the Liard River has improved from near record low flows in mid-August to a 5-year low flow for the current date.  

In the Skeena-Nass region, a frontal system during the first week of September brought sufficient precipitation to bring river levels in the Nass River to normal, and improved the Skeena River at Usk to a 5-year return period low flow.  The Bulkley River at Quick remains between a 10-20 year return period flow.  On the Central Coast, river levels range from above median (Salloomt River), to 5-10 year return period low flows (Bella Coola and Klinaklini rivers).
 In the central interior, average precipitation for August and the beginning of September have improved river levels in the Cariboo region (Quesnel River at Quesnel and Horsefly rivers) to 5-10-year return period low flows.  In the Upper Fraser, river levels continue to be at 5-10-year return period low flows.  

In the southern Interior, the Thompson, Similkameen and Okanagan area streams are generally between median and 5-year return period low flows.  In the Kootenay and lower Columbia areas, streamflow conditions are generally between median and 5-year return period low flows.  However, in the upper Columbia region, some river levels have demonstrated a steeper drop, falling to 10-year return period low flows, and in some cases to near record lows (Columbia River at Donald and Kicking Horse River).  Golden received about two-thirds the normal precipitation for the combined June to August period.
On Vancouver Island, most river levels are normal for this time of year.  On the South Coast mainland, most streams are between median and 5-year low flows.  However, some streams in the Howe Sound area have fallen to 10-20 year return period flows (Elaho and Squamish rivers).  

Outlook:

The current weather forecast is for showers and rain for most areas of BC over the weekend. As a result, river levels throughout most of the province are expected to continue to improve into next week.
